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Mission  

The Jane Goodall Institute (JGI) promotes the power of individuals to improve the environment 

for all living things. While continuing Dr. Jane Goodall’s efforts to study and protect 

chimpanzees, JGI is also a leader in innovative conservation approaches that better the lives of 

local people. In addition, the Institute’s global youth program, Roots & Shoots empowers 

young people of all ages to become environmental and humanitarian leaders.  

 

Dwindling Forests and Chimpanzee Populations  

We stand on the threshold of a future without chimpanzees and other great apes in the wild. 

Where chimpanzees once numbered perhaps one million at the turn of the 20th century, 

today there are fewer than 300,000 remaining in the wild. A key factor is destruction of habitat 

— Africa loses more than 10 million acres of forest every year, twice the world’s deforestation 

rate (Source: UNEP). Meanwhile Africa’s population is growing faster than anywhere else in the 

world, fueling increases in poverty and the pressures that come with it.  

 

Meeting the Challenge  

JGI’s approach to conservation is based on Dr. Goodall’s philosophy that human needs must 

be addressed in order to achieve durable protection for the natural world. In addition to 

traditional conservation tools, JGI addresses the needs of human populations in and around 

forest habitat — the only way to long-lasting, systemic change. Engaging young people of all 

ages around the world is also a critical part of JGI’s comprehensive approach to conservation.  

 

Species Conservation  

Protecting chimpanzees is at the heart of JGI’s work. It’s a big task that the Institute tackles 

from several angles across the Congo Basin, including primate research, habitat protection, 

environmental education, rescue and rehabilitation.  

 

JGI’s chimpanzee research at Gombe National Park, Tanzania, which Dr. Goodall began in 

1960, helps us understand our closest living relatives and, ultimately, ourselves. The data JGI 

has amassed over the decades is also critical to developing species and habitat conservation 

approaches.  

 

At the Tchimpounga Chimpanzee Rehabilitation Center in the Republic of Congo, JGI provides 

individualized care for rescued chimpanzees — many of whom are victims of the illegal 

commercial bushmeat and pet trades. The sanctuary’s island sites allow rehabilitated 

chimpanzees to live as closely to in the wild as possible while scientists determine the best 

method to reintroduce them to the wild. The sanctuary also creates local jobs and serves as a 

center of conservation, environmental education and development activities for surrounding 

communities.  



 
 

JGI’s public awareness campaigns focus on the plight and protected status of chimpanzees and 

strengthens the capacity of communities and local and regional governments to conserve 

chimpanzees and habitat.  

 

Conservation and Communities  

Communities surrounding critical habitats cannot begin to protect their natural heritage when 

they are struggling to secure food, safe drinking water, and basic health needs. JGI helps 

villagers with their most immediate needs such as clean water and sanitation facilities, family 

planning and reproductive health education and health care. In addition, JGI seeds 

environmentally-friendly livelihoods, through sustainable agriculture and good forestry 

practices, education and small business loan programs. JGI places an emphasis on girl’s 

education and keeps girls in school through scholarship funds and peer to peer education and 

mentoring. JGI’s uniquely successful in conservation because these efforts are driven, 

implemented and embraced by the local community.  

 

JGI strategically employs cutting-edge technology to enhance its conservation efforts. As part 

of its conservation planning process, JGI uses satellite imagery to map chimpanzee territory 

and create land use plans with local communities, including designating deforested areas for 

regeneration and wildlife corridor use. JGI’s landscape-scale project areas include the greater 

Gombe and Masito-Ugalla ecosystems — both in western Tanzania — and the Maiko-Tayna-

Kahuzi-Biega landscape in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. JGI also trains forest rangers 

and local community members to patrol forests and monitor habitat health and chimpanzee 

presence using open source data collection technology on smartphones and tablets. JGI’s open 

source data collection amasses real time data from hundreds of forest monitors on where 

threats to chimpanzees and great apes exist, allowing JGI’s conservation teams to plan their 

efforts and allocate resources effectively.   

 

Youth — The Next Generation  

To ensure that JGI’s conservation efforts last beyond this generation, the Institute engages 

youth of all ages and around the world, challenging them to become environmental and 

humanitarian leaders. Founded in 1991 by Dr. Goodall and a group of Tanzanian students, 

Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots program is about making positive change happen — for 

communities, for animals and for the environment. With 150,000 young people participating in 

over 130 countries, Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots network connects youth who share a desire 

to create a better world. These young people identify problems in their communities and take 

action through service projects and youth-led campaigns, using an innovative, interactive 

website to stay connected. 

 

For more information, please visit www.janegoodall.org and www.rootsandshoots.org.  
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